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sent of some betel leaves and nuts, and thence they
proceed to the shrine of Mane Mancni, offer prayers
there, and join the party in Bisal Manamma-nagudi
*.*, the temple of Bisal Mari, where the Sidi is
ready with the victims, viz. two buffaloes, one on behalf
of each man that swings on the Sidi, and a sheep Or a
goat. The buffaloes are smeared with turmeric (yellow
powder) and ktmkuma (red powder), and are also
garlanded with flowers and margosa leaves. They
remain with the Sidi, but, before the men are allowed
by the carpenter to swing on the Sidi, the carpenter
tests his fittings, and offers the goat in sacrifice. its
blood is taken and sprinkled over all the joints of the
car and the wheels of the Sidi. The goat sacrificed is
given away to the coolies that work at the car. Then
the Sidi procession begins. The two^men \vho are to
swing go with the buffaloes to the Hiridevathi shrine,
where another Sidi party from Yeerangere, the northern
part of the city, meets them with another Sidi, one
buffalo, and one man to swing. One at a time mounts
on each Sidi. After mounting, each lightly strikes the
other as the Sidis cross. Then each swings suspended
by a band round his waist on his Sidi. It is at this
time that the buffaloes are all killed one after another.
It is attempted to cut off the head of each victim with
one blow, but actually more blows are used before the
buffaloes' heads are severed. When this is over, the
men on the Sidis get down and return to the Hiridevathi
shrine. There they offer puja, after which the parties
return home. The party from the Bisal Mari shrine go
to the Mane Manchi shrine, take rest, dine, and spend
the night there, offering prayers, etc. The following
morning they walk home.
(4) Kelammana Habba. The same night the buffa-
loes1 carcasses are removed by Chakras and carried to
the open place outside the fort, adjoining the southern
wall, forming the Barr Parade Maidan, which place is
presumed to be that of Kel Mari. There they put up for
the occasion a green shed, and place the two buffaloes*
heads within it. On these beads are placed lights, and